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November 26, 2013

Attn: Interested Parties
Subject: Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study

Dear Interested Parties:

The Santa Barbara County Trails dpunecpled@gadldoCpuansdnt the Gaviota (
and Access Study (Trail Study) foe comsnhdieiayioBamtattBarbara County st
decision-makers, State agencies andves.r TheaTl neipseGeunhatil hopes that
Study provides useful information anar riem¢enmemead ptaptiesf and stakehold
consider as part of pending developmange ipojercrisen gnafflonrtg on the Gavif
The Trails Council is committed to woimkieng owiggk ratliveamiesner to advanc
planning for and development of the prdpasledn@acdastdaC aaxxteads improve
set forth in the Trails Study. In @aunicidlarqutlllel ikreaifrsviewers to consid
following:

8 The Gaviota Coast is changing and sacde ldrangeowéall tlikehgxt 20-30
high end residential estate developmenaltpaaistfdnmes dheegobusive
residential area.

6 The currently pending development projesotrsd heatv8epa BadaEh Raepita
State Beach combined with the County as2®PlandodfeiGavinta Cro a
generation possibility of protectingsand amgrahing Biticsespectacular
shoreline; if the community and publh@atagpporesnhtysimate be lost fo

8- Obtaining funding for both constructwihl dredamaintemanh®wever, wi
strong commitment from the community bodakt amplesddtenafgemcies st
funding can be secured from a range of sources.

0- Realization of the Gaviota Coastal TrawlilAmbtingrcaveadvacceght; lik
major trail projects, this is a projecft mloae wdbhnre piipersdstent mea:
effort; that effort begins in 2014!

We hope that the Trails Study objecaiMengesrananbenkbéitschof realizing th
Coastal Trail and improved coastal actte$ss Wedeoo&flibrawamgletion for tk

of County and State residents and vityitors to our communi

Respectfully Submitted,

Otis Calef, President
Santa Barbara County Trails Council

Santa Barbara County Trails Council "nP&® BBaorb &2rA35QA" B3&l21 " www.sbtrails.org
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Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study

Prepared by the

Santa Barbara County Trails Council

We are grateful for funding provided by

UC Santa Barbara Associated Students
Coastal Fund

andlocal community members

Santa Barbara County Trails Coan@il gsassmootspmoéirhb®risthip organization tl
nature-based recreation and acoeasmst\otrtdi¢ SyesteanBforbaadeCshared use by ev

To achieve our goals, we advocatentaerr vitdhtéeoac pdiiditaimabnshbaces in order
opportunities for the expansionmaildo-wrstey twadles fetwobkoald rntaege Wérecreatio
provide guidance and effectivenmagagemetrudoinnranldpmeaintenance projects
and federal government agencies. Wa aé¢soembimagé Rikjagrqroogram and a
supported trail maintenance program.

Cover photo credits, from to/R ay bwotrtd,mB eBheBioBloitk,i B e n Bfo bknn § Batdk dBraanbred g ICotwonty archives)
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1.0 /ntroduction

1.0 Introduction tothe Gaviota Coast

The Gaviota Coast in Sani
County is one of the
remaining stretches of ur
coastline in southern Calif
eastern Gaviota extend
20 miles from the City of
Gaviota Pass (Figure 1-1).
coast is enjoyed by more
daily travelers on US Hig
(US 101), 560,000 annual
three California State Parl
of thousands of beach goe
scenic beaches via inforr
access trails. These vis
panoramic views of the Pa

Channel Islands Natione

undeveloped coastal

agricultural land, variec

habitats and the Santi

Mountains. The County of Santa Barbara s cdddioex do
the national and statewide impoatangetioé r

Public recreational facilil Gaviota Coast,including creatiolifofnaaw®o

the eastern Gaviota Coast Tr.all and access system..The btotdhed easste
. this Coast presents a unique oppentuafity £
Capitan State Beach, Refu rural coastal Trail and acquisatidnopémp sipk

Beach and Gaviota Stat _

comprising more than 5,500 acres, 253 camp sitesacaprdsdbor Ueseabea
residents, organized recreation (e.g.,JuniArCafrep&yaadd,t¥yWrCsts. State
Parks encompass approximately 11 miles of dhig & hoeectillog.eihalb-mile
reach of the California Coastal Trail (CoastafoTmedl) camdtalaagcerss
trails. However, these Parks are used toecsepaaiipnsaampeiagld out month
in advance for most of the year and parking aremmméttewegkefids. on s

The County s 1982 adopted Local Coastal Plan (BCiP)tareCogntizes dhe
recreational resource of statewide importanceSetwvécdNatooghiPadkits

nationwide value in a National Seashore Feasibility Stwdgyiinnd00de Key
Gaviota Coast s statewide and national importanaedwddvieéopmeuitsidfon
improved coastal access, and an alignment alf Tt hailptlaatn e do Ceolgsttollows
the ocean along the shoreline. When combined wntloftaregve tear las,q 0 psa hi

space and foothill trails, these improvementg-welld acodmevienttyevisrion of
the Gaviota Coast as a recreational resource efimpatrdamdenationwid

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 1-1
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Map prepared by the Santa Barbara County Trails Council

Figure 1-1. Gaviota Coast (East End)




1.0 /ntroduction

1.1 Purpose and Intent

The purpose aGawnmta Coa
Trail and Accesg{TSaub)s5tu
is to provide a single obj
accessible source of ir
about existing coastal acc
20 miles of the Gaviot
between the City of Go
Gaviota State Park. The T
also identifies opportuni
constraints for the compl
bluff top alignment of th
Coastal Trail and associzé

access improvements. Thi This study is intended to protect puklimnac
the Gaviota Coast and provide a framewbol

intended to supplement ar ajignment the California Coastal dcaslsand
upon information providec

Barbara County s draft 2013 Gaviota Coast Plan. Tshhdogeabkwrfethhsatstud
protection and expansion of coastal trails, aceeasd packseatopenrspaives
attention commensurate with the Gaviota Coastosadtamgwidanzed amadi
that the public interest with regard to impsoaad coastealeataeion of the
Coastal Trail are recognized.

The Trail Framework section of this study (SdcaidnplR)nadugesloeangyg the
Gaviota Coast, including on the large private |laagteroldogisoim ahehe
study area, where a transition from traditional agdieuwbawraP ropeosials
have been made for the construction of large resodi¢chtcdd sesteaxtiessinlgat
coastal access points and locate the CoastaloTehilefaDefvehoptihend of
these projects without high quality trails, cpastapacocesdtexidon would
cause substantial public concern and would chrCfbicitwigloadsate an

In preparation of this Trail Study, the Santa BarRanencCloydtailsrails
Council) performed 15 days of field surveys tal mapessistnagteodsentify
potential constraints in planning new acces®lpodnCoasindl aTsdidr The
Trails Council researched constraints, surveyeadnme dreladtionalwos&shops
to gather input on access and recreationakessu®l®orog pobélxacdaota Coast
(Appendix A). The Trails Council also revieweth adbgsealidusiGavudies,
including Cweastal/ Trail System EI/ Capitan to DeGeuatyx &fusanta
Barbara 19&h)/ota CoastalCToanty of Santa Barbara 200Agasdald the
Trail Gaviota Seg8teane Parks 2007) as well as more than 10 past
environmental impact reports (refer to Sectioninteideldhi® seandgnicse
public understanding of the Gaviota Coast as & refcisdatieo raald re a biwncal
importance.

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 1-3



1.0 /ntroduction

1.2 Provision of the California Coastal Trail and Coastal Access

Public access and use of the shoreline isoa right guaranteedk

L T Trark Framewor.
all citizens by the California Constitution. s/;'i}?/%nézafb@%r}b%_
Coastal Act was enacted in 1976 by the Stadepheaisdataicensto
provide long-term protection of Callfornl"é’fg the ’f?ed”n‘?ﬂ‘é/

. . the Coastal Act, pro
coastline for the benefit of current and fu%pgncg;grh%ya,tég)m.
Protection and enhancement of public accessetg/tihe agp/xgthis a

oord/naz‘ lanpin

key component of the California Coastal - Cé nia
Barbara County s LCP. The Coastal Act contalns poI|C|es to
maximize appropriate shoreline public accessdamg pecvéesitos,fomcthe
protection and enhancement of existing acce <y gatintrs ahdhforCoeestal
Trail. Santa Barbara County s LCP policies and redcoommearddtions
implement the California Coastal Act goal of miasiniozirmpg lolpp oatcriss
and recreation. The California Coastal CommissioCornbservatadye, Coa:
California Department of Parks and Recreation, alodahogepeshilments
organizations all play a role in assuring .thilshaseesrsgamidz atsens work t«
improve coastal access through acquisition operkspeartyg bgre puddace,
through acceptance of offers to dedicate traitiveeda®e peopgsrtacrassd p

through construction of access improvemeatsasuyctiraéspanédisgairways.

Key Policies for the Protection and Prowssion of Ca

1972 Proposition 20

8- Requires that a hiking, bicycleheardtablisttzdaal omegloshmélar the it® asgtst
should be continuous and located near the shoreline.

1976 California Coastal Act (Pub. Resources Code 8 30000 et seq.)

d- Section 3lM2tArrying out the requirement of Seati®aon4totfu ot ¢ lm aXk iof utrh (
shall be conspicuously posted, @&nslhedk rteea toioonaild e g pfort anlitike pedple c
needs and the need toprotect publidyigWwhersighns afapuisabhtre poopee are

d- Section 3D2Y&lopment shall not interfere wsthothleepsuddiaviserieglatc gliiaed e
legislative authorization [&]

8- Section 30Wh2rkver appropriate and feasigl@apkiblgcafaaidibire $acid ctliedi,n
throughout an area so as to mitigate tdhegawiste t hef ioweactowdocgabrandeot
single area.

d- Section 3022&anfront land suitable for recreédronedraati smalllube pnaltaet
present and foreseeable future denmeamd aftoo malbaictivitcosnohartccalutd be ¢
property is already adequately provided for in the area.

1982 County of Santa Barbara LCP (Updated 2009)

d- Policy 7TExBanded opportunities for acceswsidand ine theaGiawni ctraa I3 otees tp pda

0- Policy 7TE25ements for trails shall be requipeavak fa@rcomalitpomtioofnpo 6 jEhcet
parcel upon which the project is proposed.

2002 California Recreational Trails Plan

d- Describes the Coastal Trail as a hekingqrbidomg,&&dnadmeQuegom atro tMe xico
sounds of the Pacific Ocean.

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 14
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1.3 Implementation of the California Coastal Trail

Formal planning for the (
Coastal Trail was initiate
Coastal Act of 1976, whic
local jurisdictions to id
alignment for the Coasta
their LCPs. Santa Barbara
1982 LCP incorporated th
Trail into the County s
Recreation, and Trails M
depicts the Gaviota Coacs

along the shoreline of th
Coast. The Coastal Trail will rival any dofog- d cstr
beauty, diverse landscapes anGainftermriatd

The State defines the Co Conservancy

as: A continuous public right-of-way alongtlilme; Caltfarhidesogmsed to

foster appreciation and stewardship of sceaniceandfntdtaurcadardsg In 2003
at the direction of the State Legislature (SB M®98nNvahltg @Gohkitsshe€o

Completing the California Cow$iah praMjdes a strategic blueprint for
alignment, design, and implementation of the Coastal Trail.

ThisGaviota Coastal Trail and Acxdlssredstuty the direction provided
Proposition 20, State Coastal Act, 2002 State Recremabdahl Trail
Conservancy Guidelines, and the County s thePlowahtioagafdht® Gaviota
Coastal Trail and new coastal access points. Theidma3l) Folamew stk dsec
is intended to be consistent with the guicelioneasliaed pyintdigl Coastal
Conservancy and accomplishes statewide objeativEsaiforsuabbh E&®ast
separation from motor traffic and proximity .to the Pacific Ocean

Coastal Conservancy Guidelines for Comblenanlg the C

Alignment
0- Provide a continuous trail as closte dontrheeco@ant@ s hpeo shidrlel iwme at eappr

transportation access to encourage public use (Objective 1).

0- Wherever feasible, the Coastal Traihdhouldtbe asitthhre thee stghft,tls® sea.
persisting awareness of the Pacific Oxemrnhdt od$hie gpuestensc ¢hef sthas ote
destinations.

0- The Coastal Trail should be continutoasfixnd separated from motor

Design

0- Design the California Coastal Trridntoe pfloovitie ws gallig lpleo eexgténg therah
resources while providing publicisataceswitdlbfeaches,irsg eriecas, rescsreahidr
other points of interest (Objective 5).

Implementation
0- Assurethe location and design ofttWwéetiC olastpd|Tokes isf cbpsCsalefiornia Cao

programs, and is respectful of theObhgddtsivod pyivate landowners (

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 15
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1.4 Previous Gaviota Coastal Trail Studies

TheGaviota Coastal Trail and ActclagssSamadybuilds upon Coastal Trail pla
studies and environmental review for propostdieé tGaMicba rCharst:on

Santa Barbara County Coastal Trail System. EI/ Capitanemlteker&dlux Dun

Environmental Impact Report .(Julmies IgFblegral programmatic environme

impact report (EIR) assessed the impacts0efmdbe-dormugtpagadlel bike patl
and dirt Coastal Trail between Isla Vista ande&dhCaphtarEIRtadesBssed

the impacts of as many as six trail corebadehorénaluglimgmts on the eas
end the Gaviota Coast (e.g., Paradiso del Maoeanadh ¢ araliteb aflds®rl0l

along the north and south of US 101.

Santa Barbara County.: Gaviota Coastal Thas/ ypablidh4£)d study reviewe

four alternatives for completion of a 14.5-milbeCBacaah TRaslofftome st to
Cafiada San Onofre. The study reviewed corridorsUuS8oithl ,ammckuwding of
alignments along frontage roads near US 101 and dromaBséhoamea align|
Resort west to EIl Capitan State Beach, as wwllohs aobat asih@d Ideewidrail
from Refugio State Beach west to Cafiada San cdndérka Thedsswdyeiyn of
the 14.5-mile trail corridor, preliminary eggameaeairgenmreadpassessment o
environmental constraints, and initial traié<tomatrauctidppemnsitix D).

State Parks. California Coas

Gaviota Segment Draft Mitigat

Declaration (JulyT B&EOdyaft IS/V

evaluated the potential impac

mile-long paved bike path and

hiking/ equestrian Coastal Treé

bluffs in eastern Gaviota Stat

Gaviota Coastal Trail segment

scenic bluff top off-highway t

Gaviota State Park entrance

through the Gaviota Marine T State Parks conductedengineering de

near Cafiada San Onofre. The IrDeavrIkestfI?Jrffatozbé-Iénilnlz?ISpeegrr:w?tntﬁnogf z;:noda!

the trail is proposed across th. ... -

top within State Park property, buwititindes & a0l ROW as well as 0.6
through the Gaviota Marine Terminabfdarato aeidicage. Engineering design
environmental reviewrequire approv@aérminghgranelctunding are still requir

Additional Key Documents: Many recent EIRs preparedumyySémta Barl
proposed developments with Gaviota Coastal Trail sefomehis wtureyrevie
including those for Paradiso del Mare (2013); Krcwrde041P98b] Gsatalf

Barbara Ranch (2008) and the Las Varas Ranch (2014d)Bathaitdonal k
County documents included the draft Gaviota CoaseécRilasm ¢B0Gay@atdPers
Coast Resources (2002) andthe Coastal Land Use Plan (1982; republish

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 1-6



2.0 Existing Coastal
and Recreation

This section documents the importance ofatha Gecwieod ai
resource of local, state, and nationwide impartlorcadio!
and use information is drawn from prior stualtie sP ankds of:
and supplemented with Trails Council-perforneed ure ey

Data show significant levels of use within dea®lwptldaS
22 informal coastal access locations.
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2.0 Existing Coastal Access

2.0 Existing Coastal Access and Recreation

Overview: The Gaviota Coast receives well over % million antous
Tens of thousands of these visitors access thesid®apt nkiien @ 2z
and associated beach access trails.

2.1 Overview of Existing Coastal Access

The Gaviota Coastis recognized as are!

statewide and national importance by The Gaviota Coast is we
County and the State and Federal ifslaéccglazn'Sffactreewait(;‘;”i;
(National Park Service 2004; County of  gyue in part to the unspoi
1982, 2002, 2009, 2013a). The Gaviota of the Gaviota Coast and

access to sandy beaches and a rural relatively pristine coastl

supports substantial recreational use. M| -County of Santa Barbar:
beach going, sunbathing, beach walki
swimming, surfing, kayaking, boating, fishing,

picnicking, camping, hiking, dog-walkgnghoxisefttdekrirdding, bird watching
painting and photography. Recreational observatioasCwoardorimed IsyxTrai
days from May through August of 2013 identified more thad ihd0rcaas parke
access locations over six days, with 900 beach goers estimdtreadign survey
Council also collected over 150 visitor recreatindt seacbygpevBichefe
from throughout the County - more than 25% frioom amel Manth iGducated
multi-generational use of the area over the lask B7j-45 years (Append

2.2 EXxisting Coastal Access and Recreational Use

The South Coast of Santa Barbara County suppoaltsaca evsas ifatyil btfiesqgas
which are heavily used by local residents andovisdedien amfd three r&gion s
robust tourism industry. Although comprehensbwyp sarvaewsildbleotthese

Highly popular state beacheBaskchra Informalcoastal access points sffeh as Tajiguas |

amenities including beach parkislhgng recreational opportunities iisiilugl, g iféemgh going,

launch, and beach front picnic facilif and swimming, from US 101 ropad&ideg or frontage
areas.

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 2-1



2.0 Existing Coastal Access

beaches and shoreline €

well over 5 million rec
users annually. On the
Coast, recreational U

concentrated within the tl
Parks, which receive ove
annual visitors, with EI
State Beach receiving th
levels of use (Table 2
Gaviota Coast receives ¢
recreational use from b
residents and visitors. R

use and coastal access o Remote beaches along the GaviotaaCy aister
developed State Parks a summer and fall, with visitors enjoywadkbreg

major and 10 minor informe swimming, surfing and fishing. The sesxisdik
. h . areas and associated coastal accesastitaoaalls
access points that cross € ;essource.

and private lands (Figure

Approximately 58% (11.4 miles) of the E9i.mMemofeGaMicttaolCoast between tt
Bacara Resort and Spa (Bacara ResortjeaRPadr®& aari@tten $¢a public ownershi
in th&anta Barbara Coast Statevlsiéashowe(8.3 miles) are privately owned
Council 20THhyree State Parks EI Capitan and RefugioG&8vac¢aBSeadlee
Park and other publically owned oceanfroatetaind tha&redontral and wester
portions of the Gaviota Coast. As disclesskerde dedankstimelude public beact
and developed parking, campsites, micnamdatrleiss Wwahh day use beach acc
fees of $10.

Table 2-1. State Parks Entrance Station Counts

Total Visitors
Beach Park -
FY 2011-2012 Annual Average Since
Gaviota State Par 81,854 136,647
Refugio State Bea 180,208 183,087
El Capitan State B 217,423 244,767
TOTAL 479,485 564,501

Notes: FY Fiscal Year; Attendaadde sitemsatlestaneidldyi unde264mated (State Park

Source: State Parks 2012; 2013.
While visitation is concentrated at developeésStanéoBmeak refaeidittiional
use of more remote beaches also comprisee afscgmidiahnrte srewartional
activity. However, quantified data on levelsviaimich ttyhpeese cefreids does no
appear to have been formally compiled by local doar sttater @agieleciestidin o
data on recreational use of roadside parking aredb®aazm@&smolrrailsolat

1The Santa Barbara Coast States Seimtho3eatxtladls tioolnas L Gaapio t@adtyeote, RFackydiedugio State Beac
Capitan State Beach (Public ReB)QuidcesnledeobGhbre(bne isoalsictomgn ed ®y0 Sstate Parks near Arroyo
and Tajiguas Creek; howeveoyimedormal access is pr

Gaviota Coastal Trail and Access Study 2-2



. — | o | N Access Estimated
_ SCALEINFEET | Ve \ N - ( p K Point # Spaces
‘ w | T~ [ LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST - 1 | Eagle Canyon 20
° 5,500 y / \{ . ‘\ \\\ 2 | Naples Beach 35
7 > — / e N | \ N \ /\ ~ 3 | Santa Barbara Ranch/Naples 20
e A ‘j\,,\‘, N N\ .| 4 | ElCapitan State Beach 144
/ 4 T - \ J e e —— | 5 [Coral Canyon 35
‘q - s ~— /) l/ // S Artoyo | ?,j . - Y 6 | Venadito Canyon 26
f; L o - \e '\li\ { Hondo (. g\ z ~ 7 | Refugio Overflow 45
. - 2 2 %% ‘;‘ o serve\Z T s 2 ’ 8 | Refugio State Beach 100
~ ) A BT 5 8 of S Landfl 2 9 | Tajiguas Beach 46
( 9 sl 3 2\ ) EY 2 10 | Arroyo Quemada Lane 30
( f / )& =y o § | ENG
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[ ] Existing Public Beach Access Location
= Existing Informal Coastal Access and Railroad Crossing
[# Existing Coastal Access Parking Lot — 419 Total Spaces

Major Informal Parking Area — Roadside US 101 Dirt Turno
® 217 Total Spaces

® Major Informal Parking Area — County Road Onstreet
150 Total Spaces
@ Minor Informal Parking Area — 5-15 Spaces

Note: Parking location numbers correspond to those presented in
the table above right.

Source:SBCTC Field Surveys 2013.

__Winchest

Access depicted on this map are intended solely
informational purposes. The Trails Council has docume
existing public access and e® not endorse trespassi
where access has been identified across private prope
access where hazardous trail conditions exist.

Goleta /|

Trailks Councill Figure 2-1. Existing Coastal Access and Parking
Map prepared by the Santa Barbara County Trails Council




2.0 Existing Coastal Access

Council surveyors recorded recreational usebedwrriaeg BixrshraegsAugust
2013, with four surveys conducted in springr.a@d/awsixnpautmel days of
windshield based counts, Trails Council samere Bds vdbindicéiegarked at 2:
informal locatbarsng these surveys, an estimated 900 beach goers w
engaged in sunbathing, beach walking, swimminmgyisgrfismorlselubg,
kayaking, boating, fishing, hiking, dog-wabkimgl dakipgng,inand
photography. Levels of use varied substantiaBgn lOowdveranCamhapguas
access points consistently received the IfAgtpeestdlix<vAl)s of use

A recreational use questionnaire was also utilizedioho ombtpumliaform:
recreational use of the Gaviota Coast, includimfy usersomhalthdéstppes of
recreation enjoyed. Trails Council volunteetrs fatlkedttheeptilminoaires at
Tajiguas Beach and public events (e.g., farelérasmark@ee), BS50w
recreational use surveys were completed. DadaColacsw thssitoGavdare from
throughout the County, with over 50% from the Haouth5% ofrotm mioge t
North County and 20% from outsid@viere5Geéuwfythe public surveyed indic
they had been visiting the Gaviota Coast for awnegr i2@igatimsg miutlhtim
generational use (Appendix A). On average, theypublisiméemb&aavsotae
Coast over 40 times per year, with summer and maldtipdpadeadtiaseshto
visit; however, many indicated visiting thrBeglkbugotimg,yealking/hiking
and dog walking were the most frequent forms of,reomeaateon feslgiengged i
and surfing were also popular uses.

Coastal recreation and beach access are major httCaeastitormas anethél So
forms of nature based outdoor marine recreatienintheakaergdnt tfuitur
activity are expected for beach going (Califoisaha abdpWritiahld he pE OFF W]

2Trails Council surveys includedwdndshéedde odriveysdoifv@2bynown inhesmedbp@rkOng and :
miles of coast over a five hour periodfohOedrivesbwesyrdays fuaveoptalwgreega&nesally cor
periods (e.g., 10 am to 2pm). As a neswtnisgrsey$§ anay fovieim g okiwviag dsenmsoonsisers vi
or sunsets. Further, the majority ofnguaneysow grea & oswdm mterd fienl Ispse perbkdkesd Trails Cou
most major access points to count theatypseesanrd fowandctoyasefomescreation

3These questionnaires were circulabendthiea Tt heilisnt@ooatifrombas itien k

4North County residents and touristadeasared|okelyoundevegprwsee colleccted 1ad0Tajiguas
were collected at South coast eventsnrmuchnasfficrimetssmadflaatd bundinhg wethe available tc
County events and surveys were nod ScHericde@vert|bok AhemywidliHaurseed by passersby and to
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2.0 Existing Coastal Access

2009). As populationin California steadily increasdy, &mtnt¢ap 8teerd aoa Co
grow by 127% by 2040 (Santa Barbara County AssodlBUGAG R Glod)ernme
The County has determined that existing coai$ittde gseaxreanadat fate to
handle existing demand, within developed Staegubdekpudrdc thatesd is
not available in the eastern Gaviota Coast (County 2G1S&dnta Barbara 20

Formal Access Locations

The California Departn
Parks and Recreation
Parks) manages Gaviot
Park, Refugio and EI
State Beaches, which e
approximately 11.4 mile
and approximately 5,57

coastal and foothill are
2-2). These parks provi
beaches, picnic area

campgrounds, and rect

annual visitation of ove Gaviota beach parks offer scenic reyreadiroha0
residents and visitorg people annually.

Parks 2013). Due to alaeern—o

coastal access in northern Santa BarbanasCaofuSbyyaeg, Buellton, Santa Y
Lompoc and Santa Maria use these beheh ipdoksmmandcoess points alor
Gaviota for coastal access and recreation.

These State Parks are used

particularly during summer we

times of peak demand, existing

insufficient to accommodate

demand and people are often ti

During spring, summer and

campgrounds often sell out si

advance, with many campsite

within hours of becoming

Demand for coastal recreatiol Gaviota State Park provides the oilégs
expected to continue to incre of coastline between Goleta and Pism
growth in population, tourisn for fishing and boat launching.
popularity of many coastal depernmuent—ul

related recreational activities (ConbayaoZ0®&nta Ba
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2.0 Existing Coastal Access

Table 2-2. Formal Coastal Recreation Areas

Overview
Beach Beach ADA
Name Acreag Fronta Parkin| Coastal| Beach Ac| Acce Recreation
El Capit 2,634 1.9 mil 170 Paved b| 4 trails/ ol Public beach,
State Be|l (133 in path; off 2 stairwa campsites, bik
park) trails beach fro picnicking, hi
parking surfing

Refugio 155 3.5 mil 100 Paved bl Beach frq ou Public beach,
Beach path; % | parking campsites, bik
loop tra picnicking, pl
Gaviota 2,781 6.2 mil 100 Informal Beach frq ol Public beach,
Park top dirt| parking campsites pie
launch, trails

picnicking,

TOTAL 5,570 11.6 mi 370 4.5 mil

1 Beach access parking may be usegdhtbflc@mpidnn, eseaoiaistdmce dé\wsolmpedalngasihesreducing the n
day uses spaces available t®e ga&mkd ngl freeslizareDRY0uday.

Source: State Parks 2012; Co6aBay. of Santa Barbara 2

El Capitan State Beach includes a developed coastal beach park, campgroun
space north of US Highway 101 (US 101). The 13%-@rdseacwadetabkardp suU
beach, restrooms, 12 grassy shoreline day waed mcnticreBBRQnegitvesrk of
developed and informal trails extends througbhttre Ipmekaalbng tipearian
woodland along EIl Capitan Creek. Coastal Trhd Baekssctaaibcdescm the
mile-long developed bike path north of US 101 frioat ¢in¢eesmstheCParskal
Trail users can follow this bike path, ParkaidscesugldiheorPark to a
developed bluff top trail. The Aniso seghae@GoadteHeT Cailificra paved bik
path that begins west of the Park s group camhpgrvesinderad.cd axitlers to
Refugio State Beach; 450-feet of this trail iclcuegdedtley forocedsyal erosio
approximately % mile west of the EI Capitan group campgrounds.

Refugio State Beach is a developed coastal beach park with campground,
shoreline picnic areas, a store, a » mile lordgtesholoedpnéraind adfan
interpretative center. The % mile long cove atidés$ss, Phaoktisotrhsistently
sandy beach on the Gaviota Coast. Refugio State Beachcamgommoda
programs such as Santa Ynez Junior Life Guardsnanid YiMKeAdd cambplk
Capitan State Beach Park by a bluff top reacbndfottheheAGosaostaledrail.

Gaviota State Parkprovides a developed coastal beach park withtel®, @ahoreling
shoreline small watercraft launch area, andinlge po@iyapdbbicatis@unch
along 60 miles of shoreline between Goleta Beach anthPiEme Banlkch to
extends inland into the Santa Ynez Mountains aritesupfpbacoshoiMepublic
hiking trails. This Park also extends easitnealbmrg mioee shloael 5 miles,
including over 2 miles of a broad coastal ter7ao0k fefe b enweiedth28 0 uttdh of
US 101. Five major informal coastal access pointsffandp atraéltsyork c
including Cafada de Leon and San Onofre are |lceatedaniofthlei s psatrekr,n
with free informal roadside parking for approXiocateld dffOofdhScldd .
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2.0 Existing Coastal Access

Informal Access Locations

Informal coastal access trails are an
recreational resource along the Gaviota Recent Gaviota Coast
. . recreational use surveys
tens of thousands of visitors annually high proportion of North
informal coastal access parking areas residents from cities su
. . . Lompoc, Solvang and BL
parking areas provide access to trails — gsing informal access: n
public and private lands outside of the residents have been usir
Parks$. Parking areas at these access beaches for generations
accommodate approximately 300 vehicles
turnouts along US 101, as well as p _
additional 150 vehicles along County roads such Qs eCmrdtea Raanle Amdoyo
El Capitan Ranch Road. Sixteen of these 22 accesstsisrgilisnarolysolanddh
by the public, while six cross private propertiy. uMesfdadrade claees and
provide access to beaches held in trust docdaée tpudhicc,ahdbly the shoreli
guaranteed by the California Constitution and BHeACal{CooasaalC dagt

Sections 30210 30223).

Trails Council 21

Informal Access on Public Land:
Undeveloped bluff top
the State Parks supp
informal coastal acce
that receive heavy pu
Free parking along US
these informal coasta
points provides spal
approximately 200 wve

Along this public lat

UPRR is located seawg !nformalroadside parking areas along d8dltnle ¢
accommodate from 5 to 40 vehicles eatls, toffe
101, often at the bluf approximately 8 miles of publicly weiopéddsbkoat

which requires subs parks.

unauthorized public use of trails crossing the WPRR®K. tohreesec hir alnless bead
across the narrow bluff top to sandy beaches such & Tajkyuaockeach a
beaches such as Cafiada del Molino.

Informal Access on Private Land: Private land holdings along the shoreline of the
Coast are concentrated in two locations: the easitkrardasyimeébdwEC€omst
Refugio State Beach and Arroyo Hondo. The largdsisalrematefdpoivdhe lan
broad coastal terrace that extends for 5.2 mile$eadloagn tthee Blacreerlane
Resort and EIl Capitan State Beach, which is undérselvenownféesh ng
owners. This broad terraceranges from 900 to overe®,M00Sféét iandidth
the shoreline. Additional bluff top/ shorelideupdieratel ladiféerrealt owners,
extends for 3.3 miles west from Refugio StateoBeé@acRhRreseArepywitH

SMajor informal parking areaspabdedefipeavacsirntopsaricing for 15+ vehicles.
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2.0 Existing Coastal Access

0.7 miles located on the Gaviota Marine Termih&ainhdiod nlea s tilhceywaerse a.
Six major access routes cross private lands wthhthetHeBR Raseayjng in
some cases as a lateral access corridor.

Parking for these informal trails that crossugebvatiex laordespolnding
locations, with room for approximately 150 vehicldsCadpiigrC &RaechReal,
Road and Arroyo Quemada Lane as well as US 16latueerssuttlse Thastratl
Burmah or Seals Beach, Naples, Edwards Point, TajibucestiBeracMamg ott
of these trails require longer hikes to theilkedole dbYiheowildnh of the
coastal bluffs along the eastern end of thse iColaugte €hglste tagor crossin
points of the UPRR and also use the UPRR accréedsralondatleeatoast at
locations such as 8501 Hollister, Paradiso del M&&néhd the Las Varas

2.3 Existing Informal Acce